Excerpts from ER script where the actress Cynthia Nixon is experiencing a stroke – “Alone in a Crowd.”

(http://www.televisionwithoutpity.com/show/er/alone_in_a_crowd.php?page=16)
Typical suburban house. Cynthia Nixon is the mom trying to quell the chaos and get her three kids ready to leave the house to go to various practices. She breaks up a fight between her two sons, and is called a bitch by her teenaged daughter, and then finally shoos everyone out of the house when their father arrives to take them wherever they are going. Once they are out, the phone rings. Cynthia Nixon is still using her outdoor voice, for some reason. Anyway, she says she'll call her friend right back, and hangs up. She walks over to the kitchen table and starts to clean up the mess the kids left. Suddenly, she stops, and then drop to the floor, unconscious. The family dog wanders over and whimpers. That made me more sad than anything else in the episode. What can I say? I don't have kids. I have a dog. 

The next scene is filmed from Cynthia Nixon's point of view. She's in the back of the ambulance, and tries to insist that she's fine now, and that she just got a little dizzy. The paramedics don't seem to be listening. This is another case where the first ten minutes of this episode would have been a lot more effective dramatically if the previews hadn't given everything away. But maybe you didn't see the previews, so I'll carry on the conceit that she's talking and the paramedics are ignoring her. 

The ambulance stops as Cynthia Nixon keeps asking the paramedics to take her back home, but they don't listen. She is wheeled out of the ambulance and greeted by Luka. Hello, nurse! The paramedic gives Luka the bullet as Cynthia continues babbling on about how she might have had too much coffee or had an anxiety attack. Sam and Abby join Luka and report her vitals. Cynthia says that she doesn't have high blood pressure, but that her father does. Luka asks Cynthia's name, and she says it's Ellie Shore. We switch to a normal POV and finally see Ellie's face for the first time -- her right side is drooping and looks paralyzed. She's making incomprehensible noises.

We're back to Ellie's POV as she complains that Abby is shining a bright light in her eyes, and then wonders why nobody is listening to her. Luka notes that she has a right-sided facial droop. Ellie says that it does feel kind of numb. Just assume that when I say Ellie "says" something, it's really just a voice-over. Ellie thinks she might not be talking loudly enough, and then yells, "Excuse me. Where am I?" Luka says that she's at County Hospital. Ellie scoffs, "County? Great." Abby grabs Ellie's left hand and asks her to squeeze, which Ellie does. Ellie continues insisting that she's fine and can go home. Luka grabs her right hand and asks her to squeeze. Ellie's hand flops around limply. Luka raises her arm, and when he lets go, it drops lifelessly to the gurney. Ellie says, with increasing panic, "Was that my arm? Because I didn't feel it. I didn't feel anything. What's wrong with my arm? What's wrong with my arm? Oh my God! Where's my leg, my foot? Why can't I feel my foot?" Ellie's terrified thoughts are interrupted when Sam cuts off her jeans and removes her underwear. Ellie insists that she's not staying. Sam leans in and tells her, "Just try to relax, okay? Ma'am, I'm going to put a catheter into your bladder. There might be some discomfort as it passes, okay?" Um, "discomfort"? I've never been catheterized, but I think if someone stuck a tube in my urethra, it would cause something more than discomfort. Ellie appears to agree with me as she squeals inside her head.

Ellie is still trapped with her own thoughts. She notes that she thinks her lips are moving, but that nothing's coming out. We can see that her lips aren't actually moving. She says that she feels fine otherwise, not sick, but that she can't feel anything. Then she revises that to say that she feels some things. Luka and Abby continue examining her. Ellie thinks that whatever happened must be bad, and then protests that she's healthy with three kids, and she's only thirty-five years old. She then realizes that someone will need to pick up her kids, and starts trying to get the doctors' attention. Luka tells her that he's going to close her eyes. Ellie tries to tell him that he has to call her husband and tell him to pick up the kids. 

Ellie gestures with her left hand. Sam notices and says that Ellie wants to write something. Abby hands over a pen and holds up her chart as Ellie writes a message. Abby asks if TPA could reverse the stroke, and Luka says it would need to be administered within three hours, and that no one knows how long she was down. Luka asks Ellie if she can hear him. Ellie tries to write down her husband's name and phone number as Luka tells her that they think she had a stroke, the kind that makes it impossible to express language. Abby shows Luka the chart, and Luka says that while Ellie can understand them, they can't understand her. He holds up the chart, which is filled with meaningless squiggles. Ellie protests, "That's not what I wrote. What did you do with what I wrote? That's not what I wrote!" Luka says that they're trying to figure out what kind of stroke she had so that they know how to treat it. Ellie hears for the first time that she had a stroke, and adds that only old people have those, and that this has to be temporary. Sam gazes down at her kindly. 

A woman walks through the waiting room with Ellie's three kids in tow. She's Ellie's neighbor. Meanwhile, Ellie is trying to think through her condition. She decides that the stroke has to be minor, because she can think, feel, and hear. Then she realizes that she's drooling. Sam gives Ellie a blanket and says it'll make her more comfortable. Ellie notes that Sam is smiling, so it must not be that bad, or it could mean that she doesn't know what's going on, since she's a nurse. Abby walks in and looks in Ellie's mouth. Ellie notes that Abby, the doctor, isn't smiling, but speculates that she might just be more serious. Abby reports that Ellie has no gag reflex. Luka says that her swallowing muscles are weak on the right side. Ellie looks at Luka and says, "Now, this one. He is gorgeous! What is he, 6'4", 6'5"?" Luka tells Ellie that they have to put a tube in her throat to protect her airway. 

The neighbor shows up and asks if Ellie's kids can come in. Abby says that they can, but only for a minute. Sam tells Ellie that her kids are there. The kids walk in slowly, clearly terrified. Luka tells them to stand on Ellie's left side, so that she can hear them better. Abby explains that their mom is having a little trouble moving her right side. In her head, Ellie is cheery and encouraging, but her face doesn't move. One of the boys asks why Ellie's face looks funny. The other asks if she's dying. Ellie tries to reassure them, as Luka says that she's not dying, and asks when they saw her last. Ellie's daughter says that they saw their mom right after school, and she was fine. Ellie starts coughing. The kids look even more scared. Sam asks the neighbor to take the kids outside. The daughter asks what's going on, and Abby says that they need to help Ellie breathe. The neighbor herds the kids out. Ellie continues coughing, and monitors start beeping. Abby calls for etomidate and sux. Luka tells her that she's going to sleep now, and when she wakes up, she'll be breathing with a tube. 

Ellie is getting a head CT when she wakes up. She wonders if she's dead, but then realizes that something's wrong because she can't open her eyes or move at all. The examining neurosurgeon tells Sam and Abby that there's no sign of a tumor, so it must be a clot. Abby asks if it's too late for TPA, and the neurosurgeon says that it can cause brain bleed if it's done after three hours. Given the timeline they have, it's too risky. Would they really let Sam observe this whole thing? Don't they need her down in the ER? Abby asks what the other options are. The neurosurgeon says that they can hope that collateral flow develops, and get her into physical therapy. He adds that the chances of a meaningful recovery aren't good. Almost as an afterthought, he says that they could also try "the MERCI." Sam doesn't know what that is, so the neurosurgeon explains that they would use a catheter inserted in the groin to retrieve the clot. Abby asks if it reverses the stroke completely, and the neurosurgeon says it has risks, and that they would need the family's consent. 

Ellie is moved out of the CT machine as she screams inside her head that she's blind and begs for someone to help her. Sam, Abby, and the techs move her to the gurney. Sam and Abby start to take her vitals in preparation for transport. Sam asks Abby if she's ever asked Luka about his kids. Abby says she did once. Sam starts to explain the situation, but she stops when she notices that Ellie is crying. A monitor starts beeping because Ellie's heart rate and blood pressure are rising. Sam asks what's going on, and Abby asks when they intubated. Sam says it was ten minutes ago. Abby says that she thinks the etomidate wore off before the sux, so Ellie is conscious but paralyzed. 

Sam and Abby wheel Ellie's gurney out of the elevator as Ellie continues panicking inside her head. Sam yells out for help as Abby explains what she thinks happened. Ellie keeps yelling for someone to help her, because she's losing it. Under Luka's instruction, Abby gives Ellie fentanyl. Luka tells her that she's experiencing a normal side effect, and that they gave her a narcotic to help her. Ellie immediately calms down and asks, "What is that stuff called, again?" Luka gets right in her face and tells her that when the medication wears off, she'll be able to open her eyes again. Ellie concludes, "'Cause it is good. Really good!" I guess that explains why Carter was addicted to it. 

Ellie raises her left arm in the air and notes that her left side still sort of works, which she takes as a good sign. Okay, if she can move her arm all around like that, couldn't she communicate by squeezing someone's hand? Like simple yes or no questions? Squeeze once for yes and twice for no? Just wondering. Ellie tries to move her right side with no success. Sam walks in and says that Ellie's heart rate is down. She peers at Ellie and asks, "You okay in there?" She could squeeze your hand to answer that one. Ellie complains that the tube in her throat hurts, and that she can't pee or walk. Sam tells her that she has gorgeous kids, and doesn't look like she's had three kids. Sam adds that the kids are in the family room. Ellie wonders why the kids aren't with her, and who is watching them, and where their father is. Ellie wrinkles her nose in disgust and asks, "Dear God, what is that?" Sam chuckles and says, "Yeah, pretty stinky, huh?" She looks over to the next bed, where an elderly woman is wearing a diaper. Sam goes over to change the woman's diaper. Ellie watches, probably wondering if that's what she has in store for the rest of her life. It was at this point that I had a talk with my husband about my health-care wishes, and reminded myself to get some paperwork sorted out. Because, seriously. That would be hell. 

As Luka examines Ellie's eyes, she sings in her head, "I think I love you, so what am I so afraid of, I'm afraid that I'm not sure of..." Heh. Everyone loves the Croatian Sensation. ["Even lesbians!" -- Wing Chun] Luka says that Ellie's heart rate is still up, and that Sam should give her more fentanyl. Ellie wholeheartedly agrees. Ellie notes that Luka isn't wearing a wedding ring, and says she likes his sexy accent. Then she decides that she's pathetic, because her heart is racing since Luka touched her. She quickly realizes that Luka's touch isn't the only thing making her heart race, as her pulse goes out of control. Sam reports that her pulse is 240, and Luka gives some med orders. Ellie says she's getting dizzy and can't breathe. Abby asks if this is related to the stroke. Luka says that if her heart doesn't beat properly, blood can pool. Abby adds that she threw a clot and it went to her brain. In other words, the heart problems caused her stroke in the first place. Ellie continues to suffer as Sam pushes the drugs. Luka tells her that she might feel a few seconds of discomfort. Abby bags her as Ellie's one good eye opens wide and she looks terrified. The room fades to white. 

There was a time when this show might have killed Ellie off before the end of the episode, but that time has passed. 

Ellie is flatlining as her husband, Dan, walks in. From the vignette at the beginning of the episode, I thought they were divorced, but I guess not. Ellie gets a normal rhythm going as Luka explains to Dan what they are doing. Luka checks the paper strip from the monitor and realizes that Ellie has an atrial flutter. He explains to Ellie that they can now give her the proper medication, and that it won't cause problems like what just happened. Ellie's eyes are just kind of randomly rolling about, and Dan asks if she's awake. Abby says that she has shown "spontaneous eye movement." Dan moves to Ellie's side and asks if she can hear him. Her one good eye focuses on him and she thinks, "You're here!" 

Luka pulls Dan aside to explain the medical options available to Ellie, including the risky clot-extraction procedures, which could reverse her stroke. Abby explains the risks: "Infection and other complications that could lead to coma or death." Dan asks if she's in a coma right now, and Luka says that she's not, but that the stroke affected the language center of her brain, so she can see and hear, but can't communicate. Well, that should catch up all the people who've been watching another show and just tuned in. Luka asks what Dan thinks about the procedure, and Ellie thinks, "Say yes." Dan asks what happens if they don't do the procedure. Luka says she won't improve neurologically, and Dan says, "But she won't die." Ellie wants Dan to approve the procedure. Dan asks how long she can live like this, and Ellie thinks, "I can't live this way," as Abby answers, "Indefinitely." Dan doesn't know what to do. Ellie telepathically tries to remind her husband about when they talked about his cousin who had been in an accident and she said she'd rather die than live that way. Dan says it's not like she's a vegetable, and Ellie thinks, "This is worse, Dan! I'm aware! I don't even get to be brain-dead." Luka says they need Dan's consent as Ellie screams, "I consent! I consent! Dan, have some balls! If you love me, don't leave me like this." Dan is still unsure about the best course of action, but then he notices Ellie lifting her left hand and races to her side. They stare into each other's eyes as she silently begs him to give consent. Dan says okay. Couldn't she also communicate through blinking if the hand-squeezing won't work for some reason? 

Sam and Abby wheel Ellie up to Neurology for her procedure. They discuss one particular doctor who has a good reputation, but Sam heard he's screwing a med student. They wheel Ellie into the proper room, and Sam informs Ellie that they have to go back downstairs. Ellie protests that the new people are strangers. The doctor arrives and says that he'll be cleaning the top of her legs to prepare for the catheter insertion. A nurse adds, "I'm Martha, and I'll be shaving part of your pubic hair." Ellie thinks, "Fantastic." Heh. That was such a Miranda line reading. 

Luka explains to Ellie's family what happened to her. Her daughter asks if Ellie will stay this way forever, and Luka says she might, but she could also recover. Sam walks in and reports that Ellie is in surgery right now. One son asks if they can fix her, and Luka says they'll try, but in the meantime, he wants them to send their love and good thoughts. Ellie's daughter is upset that she called her mom a bitch. Luka is sure Ellie knows her daughter didn't mean it. One son asks if Ellie is alone, and Luka says he was about to go check on her. 

As Ellie has the procedure, she recites the birth weights of her three children to try to stay focused and connected. Luka walks in and asks how she's doing. He walks up to Ellie's side and says he thought she might want to see a familiar face. 

Ellie is in the middle of the procedure, and thinking about how there's something actually inside her brain right now. Luka tells her what they are doing. My favorite part is when Ellie thinks, "God, I'm bored." Because you expect sick or injured people to be either calm and religious, or manic and panicked. But it would also be boring after a while, wouldn't it? Anyway, the surgeon finds the clot, and Luka points it out on the monitor, and then explains it to Ellie. Meanwhile, Ellie thinks about how she might be tired, and might just want to let go. Her focus drifts off toward the ceiling as we go to commercial. 

Ellie is still in the procedure, and now she's babbling about memories. She can apparently only get out single words at this point. 

Ellie's procedure has arrived at the critical moment. The doctors are trying to remove the blood clot. It works, and everything looks good. Luka happily tells Ellie to wake up. The nurse suggests removing the ventilator, and Luka suggests doing it in the ER, just to be safe. And also, for maximum dramatic impact. You wouldn't want her first post-stroke words to be in the elevator or something. 

Ellie's facial droop is completely gone. Luka tells her that he's going to take out the breathing tube. Sam reports on her vitals. Luka removes the tube, and Ellie coughs. Sam promises that the coughing will stop as Luka fits her with nasal oxygen. Ellie touches her face, and then realizes that she did so with her right hand. She stares at it in disbelief. She looks at Luka, and then Sam. Luka asks her to try to say something. She says softly, "Thank you." Her family bursts in at that moment, and she hugs her kids. If I ever have to have a stroke, I hope I have the kind they can completely reverse like that. 

